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On Saturday, June 6, 2026, as part of the Victoria Centre Annual General Meeting, Past President
(2025–2026 season) Susanne Reul-Zastre was awarded the Victoria RCCO Centre Life Membership
Award. Centre President Neala St. Hilaire read the following citation:

Today, we honour and celebrate the contributions of Susanne Reul-Zastre, who has been the heartbeat
of our Victoria Centre of the Royal Canadian College of Organists for over 30 years, serving in a variety
of executive positions, but mostly as President of the Victoria Centre. Some of her contributions have
included the 2010 RCCO National Convention, the 2012 International Organ Festival, numerous
reviews to Organ Canada of organ concerts and organizer for other well-attended events of the Centre.

Job descriptions for church musicians come with high expectations and often seem to imply an 80-hour
week of planning, rehearsing, performing, conducting, training a choir, putting on concerts and special
services, preparing and playing for weddings and funerals, and – not least – managing and humouring
parishioners and clergy. Susanne’s success in all of these roles has been due to a rare combination of
energy, efficiency, passion, and dedication.



These are the same qualities she has exercised, time and again, in her effort to build and maintain a
vital presence for the RCCO in Victoria. As President of the Victoria Centre, Susanne has brought
exceptional skill and knowledge, but also generosity, vision, and a commitment to foster a deeper
appreciation of organ and choral music.

Through her leadership, Susanne has helped strengthen and develop our Centre, increased our
membership, supported fellow organists, and encouraged the next generation of organists and church
musicians.

On behalf of all gathered here today, Susanne, we offer our deepest gratitude for your leadership
by presenting you a Centre Life Membership of the Victoria Centre of the Royal Canadian College

of Organists.
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